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Welcome, Virginia Senators! Today it is time to amend Virginia’s budget! As members of the Senate, it is your job to ensure that constituents’ needs are met, and that the state’s budget stays balanced! Below, you will find the Governor’s proposed budget. Throughout this activity, you will be faced with several roadblocks and challenging situations (just like real Virginia Senators!). Make at least three amendments to this budget to either cut or redistribute the money in increments of $1,000,000 dollars, and then show it to the Governor (your supervisor) so that s/he may sign it into law. Keep in mind that Virginia’s deficit in this simulation is $2,000,000! One of your amendments must be to cut $2,000,000 from some area below, or the Commonwealth will go bankrupt! Next, you will take a 5-minute break to simulate the time in between two consecutive sessions. When you reconvene, you will face an unknown challenge, and will have to again amend your budget, and get it signed, to account for this new issue. (Please note that for the sake of this activity, all numbers in this document have been made up, and are in no way representative of the actual Virginia budget of this year, or of any year in the past or future).
Virginia’s Budget

Transportation…………………………………………………………………….…..$5,000,000 Education……………………………………………………………………………..$9,000,000 Health………………………………………………………………………………...$8,000,000 Agriculture…………………………………………….……………………………...$6,000,000 
Natural Resources/Conservation……………………………………………………...$2,000,000 Total…………………………………………………………………………………$30,000,000
Virginia Deficit…………………………………………………………………………………………….$2,000,000

Key Issues Facing Virginia (Besides the Deficit)

1.) Richmond’s roads have become severely degraded over the past few years due to heavy traffic, 95 will have to be expanded to four lanes to be able to handle the high level of daily commuters, and several spots along 81 need maintenance as well!
2.) A large number of schools need to upgrade their facilities and take on more staff as Virginia’s school- aged population continues to grow!
3.) Many older Virginians are unable to afford dental and vision appointments! We need to devote more money to caring for the healthcare needs of the elderly in the Commonwealth!
4.) Many farmers in Virginia are being driven out of work due to a drought that has caused serious issues for the past year and a half! We need to invest in new irrigation technologies to aid these individuals!
5.) The critically endangered and extremely ecologically-important Wood Turtle is going extinct! We need to allocate more money to raise awareness about this important species, and to protect its habitat (a national forest near Shenandoah) before its disappearance causes serious ecologic issues and huge expenses for taxpayers in the future!


Your Responsibilities: Facilitate the activity as needed; the team members should be making the decisions.  As a team with the other supervisors, you can create your own challenge during the “reconvene”, or you can use the suggested one here.  Be sure all teams get the same challenge.  Suggested challenge during “reconvene”: “It has been determined that the state has a surplus of $1,500,000.  Your team must create at least one additional amendment to handle the surplus.  You may save or distribute it.”
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